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Governor’s Visit Report 
2021-2022 
	Name:
Jon Pinkney
	Area(responsibility)

History
	Date:

21/3/22


	Staff/classes visited

Andrew Martin


	Focus of School Development Plan:

See previous report 23/11/20


	Brief notes (what I heard/saw/noticed):
This visit was undertaken to assess progress made since the last visit on 23/11/20. A new curriculum was being implemented. A variety of restrictions related to Covid has also impacted upon curriculum and teaching developments during 2020 and 2021.

The teaching of history at MBS has benefited considerably from an energetic and enthusiastic subject area lead. It was evident that history teaching at MBS had received a lot of attention, and is now well aligned with the principles and aims of the NC.

The subject lead had an impressive, clear and detailed plan for implementation and next steps for the curriculum, teaching, an evaluation. This was summarised in a detailed planning sheet.

Significant progress has been made in implementation of the new curriculum. It was considered that the bulk of the work had been done, and that the current needs were more along the lines of “fine tuning”. Some examples were discussed, including how to “fill in” the current gaps in the chronology of British history. It was recognised that it is neither feasible nor intended to cover all eras.
Covid has limited a range of activities that support history teaching, as a major distraction from curriculum development, but also including teacher CPD and school trips.
A recent SIP visit on 2/3/22 was undertaken by Mark Lees, and this had a focus on history teaching.The inspector also spoke to pupils about their experience of history teaching, examined lesson plans and books, and discuss the next steps. This was viewed as a positive and supportive visit.
The overall structure of the new curriculum was discussed. The early years includes learning about the concepts of time and history through the study of dinosaurs and fossils. This is a foundation to study human history, beginning with the Neolithic period, in year 1.
The history curriculum and the intent statement documents were discussed. The key threshold concepts (learning outcomes) were also clearly understood, and this gives confidence that careful consideration has been given to the children’s learning of this subject. 
Several challenges were identified. These had included introducing the new curriculum to later years (because they had not experienced the earlier years of the new curriculum), although this was not insurmountable. It is recognised that adoption of the new curriculum and methods for all years means that children of different ages will experience it differently.
As recorded above, covid and periods of home learning had presented some challenges in bringing some subjects to life, but it was anticipated that history teaching is now entering a more settled period in which the new curriculum can be embedded.
History learning is assessed at the end of lessons/modules by POP quizzes. These identify what has been learned so far, in terms of historical facts and principles.
Children also give subject feedback. The scores for history appeared very favourable, suggesting that the new history curriculum, teaching, and learning outcomes have been successfully adopted and are very much enjoyed by the children.


	Positive Comments:
· Comprehensive curriculum review and new curriculum implementation.

· Enthusiastic subject area lead.

· Clear and comprehensive subject plan.

· Appropriate oversight from HT.

· Considerable attention to detail, including selection and justification of reasons for learning about specific topics (eg with British history, local/regional/national history, selection of areas for study of world history) 

· A range of appropriate mechanisms in place to evaluate history teaching.



	Questions:
All my questions were fully addressed.


	What next (for future visits):
From the governor’s visit perspective, the main need was identified as a walk around and an opportunity to chat to some of the children about their learning of history. It was agreed that this would be arranged in the current school year.
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