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Aims
The 2014 National Curriculum for English aims to ensure that all children: 

• read easily, fluently and with good understanding

• develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information

• acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language

• appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage

• write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences

• use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas

• are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to others and participating in debate.
Our Approach to Writing
In January 2019 we adopted the ‘Talk for Writing’ approach to teaching English. The ‘Talk for Writing’ approach enables children to read and write independently for a variety of audiences and purposes. A key feature is that children internalise the language structures needed to write through ‘talking the text’ as well as close reading. The approach moves from dependence towards independence with the teacher using shared and guided teaching to develop the ability in children to write creatively and powerfully.
Teaching is focused by initial assessment called a ‘Cold Task’. An interesting and rich starting point called ‘The Hook’ provides the stimulus and content but there is no initial teaching. The aim of this is to see what the children can do independently at the start of a unit, drawing on their prior learning. Assessment of their writing helps the teacher work out what to teach the whole class, different groups and adapt the model text and plan. Targets can be set for individuals. At the end of a unit, pupils complete a ‘Hot Task’, which is an independent task on a similar type of writing. Progress should be evident which encourages pupils and helps us to track the impact of teaching.

Writing Our school has adopted Pie Corbett’s Talk for Writing as a model to improve achievement in writing. Talk for Writing advocates that children imitate the key language needed for a particular genre orally, before reading and analysing it. Through fun activities they rehearse retelling the text, then through shared writing they are shown how to craft their writing in the same style. The approach includes imitation, innovation and independent application (invention) – a two to three week process depending on the genre being taught. The Imitation Stage The teacher establishes a creative context for each ‘Talk for Writing’ unit with a ‘hook’ to draw the children in. Teachers then introduce children to an exemplar text, supported visually by a text map. Actions are created to help the children recall the story or non-fiction piece and reinforce the specific language patterns. In this way, children hear the text, say it for themselves and enjoy it before actually seeing it written down. Children interact with the text through drama activities and internalise the language patterns through sentence and word games based on the text. Once they have internalised the language of the text, they are introduced to the written text and encouraged to identify the key writing ingredients and ‘magpie’ key words and phrases. Children will develop their understanding of the structure of the text with the use of the boxing-up technique and by analysing the key features. The Innovation Stage Once the children have internalised the text, they are then ready to start innovating on the pattern of the text. Using an adaptation of the text, children orally rehearse what they want to say then create their own version. During innovation, spelling, sentence games and drama activities continue to be incorporated so that children have a wealth of oral and written practice in the language features required to write. The key activity in this stage is shared writing – which helps the children to create their own version by ‘doing one together’ first. This begins with the children boxing-up their innovated version of the exemplar text. Each stage of the writing process is modelled by the teacher. Throughout this process key words and phrases and shared writing are displayed so when children begin to write they have models and examples to support them. Children are encouraged to swap their work with a response partner to discuss their successes. The Invention Stage In this stage, children move towards becoming independent writers. They write the same text type but choose the content. This stage still requires a ‘hook’, games to help children to internalise the language patterns and understand the text, boxing up and shared writing (driven by teacher assessment). Teachers guide children through the whole process which ends with rereading and polishing. Assessment Throughout the process, teachers use formative assessment to plan the next step in their teaching (based on what the children need to know in order to improve). ‘Assessment for learning’ clearly involves the child in thinking about what has worked well and points them towards what needs to be done to move forward in their learning. Once teachers have evidence from a few pieces of written work, they highlight the writing criteria achieved by each child on the individual writing assessment grid. Teachers ensure the children’s next steps for learning, identified from the writing assessment grids, form the basis of the exemplar text to be used in the next three week ‘Talk for Writing’ unit.
Our Approach to Reading

In EYFS, children have daily discrete Letters and Sounds phonics sessions through Phonics Play which is taught in ability groups or Year groups. Children have opportunities to develop their Communication and Language (Listening and Attention, Understanding, Speaking) and their Literacy (Reading and Writing) skills on a daily basis in both adult and child initiated activities, inside and outside the classroom. All children read individually to an adult on a regular basis.
In KS2 the use of Accelerated Reading as a scheme is introduced in Year 3 to focus understanding of increasingly more complex texts and genres. Once children have completed a book they complete an online comprehension to assess their understanding. Reading certificates are awarded in a weekly Celebration Assembly. 

In all classes across the school, a love of reading is promoted through regular story/poetry/shared text times. There is also the expectation that pupils will complete a weekly written comprehension task using VIPERS. Teachers also take advantage of opportunities to make cross curricular links. They plan for pupils to practise and apply the skills, knowledge and understanding acquired through English lessons to other areas of the curriculum. There is a particular focus at MBS of writing through all subject areas, where the same high standard of writing is expected as is seen in English Books.
Our Approach to Spelling

Years 1-6 use Twinkl.
Our Approach to Handwriting

In March 2019 we adopted a new approach to teaching handwriting. We are using the ‘Intervention for Schools’ programme from NHS South Warwickshire 2016 to teach the correct letter formations. We also have access to the very good advice as set out in the ‘Handwriting Development’ booklet South Warwickshire Foundation Trust. The children are taught to use a continuous cursive script. Children start using joined handwriting in Y2. 
SEND

· We provide for all children so that they achieve their potential in English according to their individual abilities. See SEND policy for further information.

· The well qualified and experienced SENDco works with Class teachers to update IEPs to ensure that all children make the best progress possible.

Monitoring
· Children receive regular feedback about their work and next steps are identified in accordance with the Assessment Policy. The ‘WOW’ and ‘NOW’ consistent approach to marking highlights aspects of pupil writing that is going well or need improvement. The children are then allowed time to purple polish their work. There is a greater emphasis for pupils to do this independently as they move up through the school. 
· Teachers use the Babcock EGG grids to moderate work on a half termly basis
.
Actions

To review the impact of Phonics Play in the Phonics Screening assessment 2019 and to consider next steps; possible purchase of Read, Write Inc Sept 2019
