Year 6 – Rivers Knowledge Organiser
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Key Questions 
Where do rivers begin and end? 
What are some of the longest rivers in the world? What are some of the longest rivers in Cornwall? How do they compare?
What are the differences between the upper, middle and lower course?
How do rivers change over time?
What is erosion and deposition?
Why are dams important and how are they used locally?
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Definition of a river basin

‘The beginning of a river. A river may have multiple sources

The area of land drained by a river

Watershed The edge of highland surrounding a drainage basin. It marks the boundary between
two drainage basins

The end of a river. A river may end i a lake, but more normally in the sea
Awinding curve or bend of a river

Mountain stream _| A fast flowing stream in the mountain
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Floodplain The area around the river which is covered at times of flood
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Definition of a river basin
The area of land from which all water flows into a particular river
Key features
Source The beginning of a river. A river may have multiple sources
Drainage basin__| The area of land drained by a river
Watershed The edge of highland surrounding a drainage basin. It marks the boundary between
two drainage basins
Mouth The end of a river. A river may end in a lake, but more normally in the sea
Meander ‘A winding curve or bend of a river
Spring ‘When water pressure causes a natural flow of groundwater onto earth's surface
Mountain stream | A fast flowing stream in the mountain
Channel The physical confines of the river; two banks and a bed
Valley Alow area of land between hills or mountains, with a river or stream flowing through
Tributary ‘A small river that flows into a larger river
Floodplain The area around the river which is covered at times of flood
Lake ‘Alarge area of water surrounded by land
Estuary The tidal section of a river near the mouth
Coastline The land along the coast
Bed The bottom of a river channel
Bank The sides of a river channel. A river channel has two banks
Facts about the River Nile
« Longest river in the world
© Itis6853km long
« Flows through 10 African countries including Egypt
« Only 22% of the Nile is in Egypt
« Mouth s in Egypt where it flows into the Mediterranean Sea
«  The name Nile comes from the Greek word Neilos meaning valley
«  The Nile floods the lands in Egypt, leaving behind black sediment. That's why the ancient Egyptians
named the river Ar, meaning black.
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